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	CTA Candidate Recommendations
November 2010 General Election 


Meet the pro-public education candidates:
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Governor  
Edmund G. (Jerry) Brown Jr. 
Attorney General Jerry Brown exhibits a vast knowledge of public education issues and was the unanimous choice of the interview team. 

Brown is committed to improving public education in California and providing educators with the resources they need.  On “Race to the Top,” he not only understood CTA’s concerns, but outlined his own in a letter to U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan. Brown described RTTT as a “one-size-fits-all approach that ignores the vast diversity of our federal system and the creativity inherent in local communities.” As attorney general, he has defended collective bargaining and the rights of working people. He opposes converting CalSTRS and CalPERS from a secure defined benefit retirement system to a risky 401(k) contribution plan.
California needs a leader who fully comprehends the problems that threaten the stability of our state. We believe Jerry Brown is that leader.  For more information, visit:  www.jerrybrown.org/about 

[image: image2.png]


Superintendent of Public Instruction
Tom Torlakson 
Assembly Member Tom Torlakson is a former teacher and CTA member.  He has been committed to public education as a legislator and as an educator. He has championed legislation to increase funding for textbooks, computers and other instructional materials, and authored CTA’s Quality Education Investment Act, which directs nearly $3 billion to assist lower-performing schools. 

When the “Race to the Top” bills were being debated, it was Torlakson who fought to include language that would help improve teaching, learning and student performance.  And it was Torlakson who tried to defeat the dangerous proposals by Senator Gloria Romero. He is also an advocate for physical education, children’s health, and career and technical education. His well-rounded background and strong advocacy make him the best choice for state superintendent. For more information, visit:  www.tomtorlakson.com
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United States Senator  
Barbara Boxer 
Senator Barbara Boxer has been an avid supporter of public education throughout her career as a U.S. senator.  She has voted in support of educators and students in nine of nine key education votes, including the Lilly Ledbetter Act, which makes it easier for women to pursue legal remedies for salary discrimination; expansion of the SCHIP children’s health insurance program; and passage of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA), which contains more than $100 billion in federal funding for education and state fiscal relief for 2009 and 2010.  

Senator Boxer also supported the SERVE Act, promoting volunteerism in schools and communities, and opposed expansion of the federally-funded D.C. voucher program. For more information, visit:  www.barbaraboxer.com
Attorney General 
Kamala Harris 
A product of California’s public schools, San Francisco District Attorney Kamala Harris has a history of supporting quality public education, educators and kids. She has worked to make our schools safer, to prevent truancy and to keep young people out of the juvenile and adult justice systems. She has also been an advocate for quality universal preschool.   

As San Francisco District Attorney, Harris joined the SFUSD to launch a citywide truancy initiative focused on returning and keeping elementary school students in school.  She worked extensively with law enforcement, educators, and the San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD) to improve school safety and helped craft legislation to provide mental health support to traumatized children and youth who witness violence in their community. Harris also created a Child Assault Unit to focus on physical and sexual assaults against children, and she sponsored several pieces of legislation to protect children and women. For more information visit: http://www.kamalaharris.org
Secretary of State 
Debra Bowen 
Debra Bowen has a long track record in support of public education, and as secretary of state has worked to increase voter registration, promote civic participation, and guarantee the integrity of the state’s electoral system. 

Shortly after taking office, Bowen ordered a top-to-bottom review of California’s electronic voting machines. In 2008, she was awarded the John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award for her groundbreaking work on ensuring the accuracy and integrity of elections in California. And she created MyVote California, a hands-on civic engagement project for high school students which culminates in a statewide mock election.  For more information, visit: www.debrabowen.com
Lieutenant Governor  
Gavin Newsom
San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom has demonstrated his support for public education throughout his tenure in office. He has fought for universal preschool in San Francisco; shown a commitment to maintaining arts in the schools; worked in partnership with the California State University system to help lower dropout rates and promote even greater student achievement by guaranteeing a place at San Francisco State University and initial tuition support for every public school student who works to meet the entrance requirements; and established San Francisco’s “rainy day” fund, which helped give public schools the first call on funding and saved hundreds of jobs.  

While mayors across the country have been trying to take over public schools or privatize them, Newsom has been leading the opposition and showing how collaboration and city support best benefit schools of greatest need.  He credits great public school teachers with helping him to overcome dyslexia, graduate high school and go on to college.  He is so dedicated to education that he regularly speaks with truant students and encourages them to get back in school.  For more information, visit:  www.sfmayor.org/about-the-mayor 

State Controller
John Chiang 
During these tough state budget times, John Chiang has worked to ensure that funds to public schools were allocated, and has protected the rights of public employees. 

Upon assuming office, Chiang immediately hired an independent actuary to determine – ahead of schedule – the costs of post-employment benefits as the first step in crafting California’s long-term plan to meet the state’s accounting and health care commitments.  As a result, he is creating an unprecedented assistance program to provide local officials with the tools, information and guidance they need to protect their funds while complying with state laws and restrictions. Through seminars and free tax preparation assistance, Chiang educates low- and middle-income Californians about taking advantage of tax credits and refunds they have earned.

Additionally, Chiang stood up for state employees when they were faced with work furloughs last year.  He is the kind of leader California needs as state controller. For more information, visit:  sco.ca.gov/eo_about_bio.html
Insurance Commissioner   

Dave Jones 

State Assembly Member Dave Jones has built a broad-based coalition, which includes elected officials, labor leaders and community based organizations. 

As chair of the Assembly Health Committee, Jones supports a comprehensive single-payer health care system. He has introduced legislation to control health insurance costs and prevent discrimination by insurance companies.  

Jones has been a stalwart supporter of fully funding public education and protecting the state’s minimum school funding law, Proposition 98. And he is the only candidate for this office with a 100 percent AFL-CIO voting record in support of working families. For more information, visit:  www.davejones2010.com
State Treasurer 

Bill Lockyer 

As state treasurer and ex officio trustee of CalPERS and CalSTRS, Bill Lockyer has found innovative ways of using his office to protect and serve California taxpayers. He advanced new types of financial support for the state’s pioneering bipartisan efforts to help fight global warming and mitigate other effects of climate change by issuing the first “Green Bonds” to finance climate change projects in developing countries. He sponsored federal legislation to provide tax-exempt financing for renewable energy projects, zero-emission vehicle purchases, and “green” manufacturing facilities.

He also cracked down on MediCal fraud, securing hundreds of millions of dollars in court-ordered restitution and penalties; established the Megan’s Law website to track sexual predators in local communities; and recovered billions of dollars for defrauded energy ratepayers and consumers. For more information, visit: www.lockyer2010.com
State Board of Equalization, First District 

Betty Yee  
Betty Yee has been an important addition to the State Board of Equalization. Since assuming office, her accomplishments include increasing the transparency and accountability of the board by implementing audio and video streaming of the State Board meetings, launching a financial skills development program for women and youth, and assisting taxpayers who have been affected by natural disasters such as wildfires and storms with their tax filing and payment obligations. Yee has also worked to enact property tax equity for registered domestic partners. For more information, visit: www.bettyyee.com
Board of Equalization, Second District 

Chris Parker 

Chris Parker is an attorney for the Franchise Tax Board and is viewed by the interview team as the most viable public school advocate for the Board of Equalization District 2 seat.  Parker serves on a number of special committees within the Franchise Tax Board that strive to improve the work environment and reduce disparities for the disabled. For more information visit: www.parkerforboe.com 
Board of Equalization, Fourth District
Jerome Horton 
Jerome Horton currently serves as the Vice Chair of the California State Board of Equalization. The interview team believes he is the most viable public school advocate for the Board of Equalization District 4 seat.  

In July 2009, he was appointed to the BOE by the Governor and confirmed with overwhelming support by both the California State Senate and Assembly. Horton brings to the Board twenty-one years of prior experience as business tax law specialist and a keen understanding of public policy as a former member of the California State Assembly and Inglewood City Council. During his terms in the Legislature, Horton was a strong supporter of public schools and educators. For more information visit: www.boe.ca.gov/members/horton/about_member.html 
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